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The smart chain mail
fabric that can stiffen
on demand
The new 3D-printed material can switch from flexible to stiff and back again

Shamini Bundell

Researchers have developed new kind of material with adjustable and reversible properties. This
new smart fabric is 3D printed with interlinked particles, like chain mail. Applying pressure jams
the particles together and the fabric becomes stiff and solid until the pressure is released. This
unusual property could be useful for reusable casts and other medical applications.
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